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Abstract

The Relationship of the University Educational Level and Specific Variables
with the Social Mobility Level of the Jordanian Women Working in the Public

Sector

By
Siham Al-Sarabi
Supervisor
Prof. Abdallah Oweidat

This dissertation aimed to investigate the relationship of the university
educational level and specific variables with the social mobility level of the
Jordanian working women in the public sector through answering the following
two questions:

1- What is the social mobility level of Jordanian women working in the
public sector?

2- Does the level of the social mobility of Jordanian women working in the
public sector that came out of university education differ due to: age,
ministry of employment, location of employment, employment rank,
family income, mother's educational level, husband's educational level,
husband's monthly income, father's occupation, family origin,
husband's occupation, social status, experience, working woman
educational level, rating in last academic degree, and the father's

educational level.
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The research target population consisted of (421) women who joined
the working force between the years of (1980-1985) and who were still
working in the following ministries: Education, Higher Education, Health,

Social Development, Tourism and Antiques.

The target population was distributed as follows: (403) held Bachelor
degrees, (4) held High Diploma degrees, (13) held Master degrees, and one
held a Doctor of Philosophy degree. The research sample comprised half the
target population, which resulted in a sample of (211) women, who were
selected using the multistage cluster sampling method.

For the purpose of this dissertation, the researcher designed two tools
to gather information. The first tool was a questionnaire to measure the social
mobility level of the Jordanian working women
To check the validity of the questionnaire, the researcher asked a panel of ten
experienced subject matter experts in the education field to review the
guestionnaire and verify the accuracy of the paragraphs, its proper phrasing,
and its pertinence to the scope of the dissertation. Through this panel review,
the researcher was able to ensure the validity of the questionnaire after taking
into account the panel suggestions to modify, add, and eliminate the

paragraphs that needed so.
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The researcher tested the reliability of the research tools on an exploratory
sample outside of the research sample which was composed of (30) women
working in the ministries included in the dissertation, and then retested the
tools two weeks later. The reliability coefficient was computed using Alpha's
Cronbach analysis and was found to be (0.89) which was a very high index of
stability for the purpose of this dissertation. Pearson's coefficient for the
guestionnaire was (0.91).
The second tool the researcher used to gather information was the
personal interview.
The researcher analyzed the data using descriptive statistics, one sample T-
test analysis of variance (ANOVA), and finally the Scheffee Test for Post
Comparisons.
After completing the analysis, the researcher reached the following results:
1- There was a medium strength social and economical mobility level of
Jordanian women working in the public sector
2- There were no statistical significant differences in the level of social
mobility of Jordanian women working in the public sector that came out
of university education in both the social and economic domains
attributed to: ministry of employment, location of employment, family
income, social status, family origin, husband's occupation and father's

educational level.
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3- There were statistical significant differences in the level of the social
mobility of Jordanian women working in the public sector that came out
of university education in both the social and economic domains
attributed to: academic degree, GPA in highest academic degree, age,

employment rank, and father's occupation.

4- The research results showed that the majority of Jordanian women
working in the public sector who were able to achieve a high level of
social mobility had fathers who occupied high ranking positions in the
public sector.

In light of the research results, the researcher recommended the following:

1- Conducting a comparative study between Jordan and another Arabic
country in the subject of: The relationship between the university
educational level and the social mobility level so as to explore the nature
of the level of social mobility of Jordanian women compared to their peers
in other Arab societies.

2- Conducting a comparative study between the nature of social mobility of
Jordanian men and Jordanian women sharing the same social class.

3- Conducting a study to reveal the relationship between social mobility of

women and the change in their value system.
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